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In connection with the above-identified application filed herewith, please enter the 
following preliminary amendment. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 1- 72 without disclaimer or prejudice. Please add new claims 73 • 

103. 



73. A variable phase shifter comprising first and second coupled signal conductors 
providing a transmission path through the phase shifter, the signal conductors being relatively 
movable to vary the physical length of the transmission path, wherein at least one of the signal 
conductors has a coupling surface which faces the other signal conductor and which is provided 
with an oxide coating. 



